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Large Category

The large category features the 
super large and ultra long-range 
segments. The large category 
aircraft offer the most capabilities 
in terms of range, speed, and 
cabin comfort. With the Global 
5000 and the Global Express 
XRS, Bombardier has the most 
advanced product line in the 
industry for this market category.

Both aircraft will feature the new 
Global Vision flight deck, which 
pairs the latest technological 
advancements in avionics with 
enhanced and synthetic vision 
systems to provide pilots with an 
unprecedented level of situational 
awareness. It is on schedule for 
first flight in summer 2009.

The large category is expected 
to expand faster than the other 
categories. The recent shift in 
demand towards more international 
customers has driven sales of 
larger aircraft. Contrary to U.S. 
customers, who generally enter 
the market from the bottom and 
then trade up, most international 
customers purchase their first 
aircraft within the large category. 

Customers in the large aircraft 
category are more willing to pay for 
additional comfort and technology 
than they were in the past.

Although no category will come 
out of the downturn unaffected, 
we expect deliveries in the large 
category to expand the most 
rapidly after the downturn. Total 
2009-2018 deliveries are forecast 
to be 2,800 units for a value of 
$120 billion.

A Note on the Very Light Jet 
Segment

The very light jet segment differs 
from the rest of business aviation 
in that the majority of purchasers 
are owner-operators. 

Although the very light jet 
segment could become the 
largest segment in terms of unit 
deliveries with an average of 
320 deliveries per year forecast 
between 2009 and 2018, it 
represents a comparatively small 
portion of industry revenues. 

The very light jet segment has 
been significantly weakened by 
the economic downturn. The 
future of this segment will depend 
on the capacity of the many 
manufacturers entering this market 
to deliver on their plans as well as 
on the questionable success of Air 
Taxi business models.

segment details
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In a Few Words

The cyclical nature of the 
business jet industry can easily 
lead to pessimistic views which 
generally subside once the market 
recovers. OEMs face a tough 
short-term period due to the lack 
of available credit, numerous 
order cancellations and reduction 
of production rates. However, 
future perspectives remain solid. 
We strongly believe that the 
current industry challenges such 
as negative perceptions and the 
high level of pre-owned aircraft 
inventory will fade in the short-
term. Medium to long-term growth 
in the industry will be fuelled by 
manufacturers continuing to 
design and market new aircraft 
to drive value to customers. In 
particular, we expect significant 
demand to come from U.S. 
customers replacing their 
current aircraft and international 
customers from regions such as 
the Middle East & Africa, Latin 
America, and Eastern Europe 
entering the market. Business jets 
will be used by corporations as 
globalization trends continue to 
increase in the future. 

The business jet market should 
continue to experience strong 
growth over the 2009-2018 
period, with 12,550 orders yielding 
deliveries of 11,500 aircraft, worth 
$256 billion of revenues. The 
large aircraft market category 
is expected to expand faster 
than the other categories. The 
manpower needed to manufacture 
these aircraft and the revenues 
associated with them will create 
significant economic value.  

Leading the way 

The business aircraft industry 
will likely face new challenges 
going forward. As fuel prices 
and environmental concerns 

rise, the green wave is expected 
to modify customers’ actions 
and perceptions in the future. 
Bombardier is being proactive 
to address environmental 
concerns through corporate 
social responsibility initiatives, 
such as being the first OEM to 
offer business aircraft customers 
a fully managed carbon-offset 
program to offset their aircraft’s 
average carbon emissions. 
OEMs may have to contribute 
towards developing worldwide 
infrastructure to support the 
regional development of business 
aviation. Bombardier is ready to 
address the new challenges on the 
horizon so that the industry can 
continue to flourish in the long-run.
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Airclaims database
Aircraft Bluebook Price Digest
AMSTAT
B&CA – Business & Commercial Aviation Magazine
Blue Chip Economic Forecast, May 2009
EIU – Economist Intelligence Unit 
Eurocontrol
Eurostat
FAA ETMSC
Flight International Magazine
Forbes.com 
GAMA – General Aviation Manufacturers Association
IHS Global Insight
JETNET database
JP Morgan Business Jet Monthly, April 2009
Merrill Lynch and Cap Gemini 2008 World Wealth Report 
Merrill Lynch Bizjet Flight Plan, April 2009
Merrill Lynch Market Economist, April 2009
MSCI-Barra
NBAA – National Business Aircraft Association
NBER – National Bureau of Economic Research
OEMs’ financial reports, websites and press releases
UBS Business Jet Monthly, April 2009
U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
Weekly of Business Aviation

For electronic copies of the Bombardier Aerospace Business Aircraft Market Forecast 2009-2018 visit the 
company’s website at www.bombardier.com.
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